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Cantonese 
 
Module type: Exercise  
 
Class: Phonology 
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Cantonese is a Sino-Tibetan language spoken by over 85 million people all over the world, including Hong 
Kong, Macau, China, as well as in many diasporic communities in North America. In Canada, Cantonese 
is the second most common language other than English or French spoken at home (Statistics Canada 2017), 
and one of the languages included in the Heritage Language Variation and Change in Toronto Project 
(Nagy 2011).  
 
Instructions 
 
Consider the data below: 
 
si ‘poetry’ 
lip ‘elevator’ 
hɪŋtʃʰøy ‘interest’ 
bin ‘side’ 
bun ‘half’ 
guwak ‘sneaky’ 
nam ‘male’ 
thim ‘sweet’ 
sɪk ‘to eat’ 
tʰit ‘iron’ 
dɪksi ‘taxi’ 
jʊk ‘meat’ 
tsʰʊŋ ‘heavy’ 
bak ‘white’ 

 
Do [i] and [ɪ] belong to separate phonemes or are they allophones of the same phoneme? Explain.  
 
 
Do [u] and [ʊ] belong to separate phonemes or are they allophones of the same phoneme? Explain. 
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