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Ainu is a language spoken by the Ainu people in the Hokkaido region of Japan (and surrounding islands). 
Ainu is commonly considered a language isolate, meaning that it is not part of a larger language family. It 
is classified as nearly extinct with only a few remaining native speakers, though there are efforts to revitalize 
the language and other important aspects of Ainu heritage and culture (Gayman 2011). 
 
Instructions 
 
Consider the data below: 
 
[aɾka] ‘to be in pain’ [aɾpa] ‘to go’ 
[aɾki] ‘to come’ [tsup] ‘sun’ 
[hani] imperative particle [tani] ‘now’ 
[kusu] ‘because’ [esani] ‘peninsula’ 
[sapa] ‘head’ [poɾo] ‘big’ 
[tap] ‘shoulder’ [mak] ‘mountain side’ 
[kuɾu] ‘person’ [sapo] ‘older sister’ 
[mat] ‘wife’ [poɾu] ‘cave’ 
[tan] ‘this’ (demonstrative) [tapan] ‘such’ 
[tup] ‘two’ [ɾusuy] ‘to want’ 

 
 
Find all the minimal pairs  
 
 
 
 
List the phonemes 
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